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Abstract: This paper investigates how generative AI technologies can fundamentally 

improve ideological and political education in university English courses, specifically 

targeting art students at private institutions. It examines the historical context of 

incorporating moral education into language instruction both within China and globally. 

Additionally, it assesses the potential of AI tools like ChatGPT and AI-powered image 

generators to revolutionize conventional teaching methods. The study identifies key 

theoretical frameworks—constructivist learning, transformative learning, and 

socio-cultural theory—that support the integration of AI into moral education. It also 

presents practical application scenarios, including AI-driven adaptive learning, 

scenario-based learning, and collaborative projects, tailored to the unique needs of art 

students. The findings suggest that AI technologies can significantly enhance the 

effectiveness of moral education in language courses by creating personalized, interactive, 

and engaging learning experiences. The paper concludes by calling for further research into 

the long-term impact of AI in education and the ethical considerations surrounding its use. 

1. Research Background 

In recent years, the incorporation of ideological and political education, commonly referred to as 

“Course ideological and political education” into university curricula has gained prominence in 

Chinese higher education. This shift is largely driven by national education reforms that aim to 

cultivate students who are not only academically proficient but also possess strong moral character. 

This approach is especially pertinent in university English classes, where enhancing students’ 

language skills can be effectively integrated with moral and ideological teaching. Within this 

context, the adoption of generative AI tools, such as ChatGPT and AI-based image generation 

technologies, provides innovative avenues to amplify the impact of these educational objectives. 
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maintaining a logical and academic tone suitable for a scholarly paper. Let me know if further 

adjustments are needed! 

Internationally, the integration of moral and ideological education into language teaching has 

been explored under various educational paradigms, including values education, critical pedagogy, 

and intercultural competence. These approaches have emphasized the importance of language 

education as a tool for developing students’ ethical reasoning, cultural awareness, and social 

responsibility. As global challenges and cultural interactions become more complex, the role of 

language teachers in imparting not just linguistic skills but also moral and ethical understanding has 

gained prominence. 

Parallel to these developments is the rapid advancement of AI technologies in education. AI has 

been increasingly leveraged to personalize learning experiences, automate assessments, and 

facilitate interactive learning environments. Generative AI, in particular, represents a significant 

breakthrough, with its ability to create human-like text and generate visual content, making it an 

ideal tool for enhancing language education. This has spurred a growing interest in the potential of 

AI to transform traditional pedagogical approaches, particularly in the field of language teaching. 

The intersection of moral and ideological education with AI-enhanced language instruction 

presents a promising opportunity for innovation. Despite the potential that generative AI holds in 

this realm, scholarly investigation into its application within ideological and political education in 

university English courses remains sparse. This research gap is particularly notable among art 

students at private institutions, where creative expression and visual learning are central to their 

educational journey. Consequently, this paper seeks to fill this void by examining how generative 

AI technologies can play a pivotal role in advancing ideological and political education within 

college English courses specifically tailored for art students. By delving into this integration, the 

paper aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of how AI can enrich both the academic and 

moral development of students in these specialized contexts. 

2. Integration of AI-Augmented Approaches in University-Level Ideological and Political 

Education within University English Courses 

To effectively integrate AI-enhanced pathways into ideological and political education within 

university English courses, it is essential to ground the discussion in established theoretical 

frameworks that can support such an interdisciplinary approach. Several educational theories 

provide a foundation for understanding how AI technologies can be integrated into moral and 

ideological education, particularly in the context of language learning. 

2.1. Constructivist Learning Theory   

The constructivist learning paradigm underscores the active engagement of students in 

cultivating knowledge through experiential and reflective processes. In the context of AI-enhanced 

education, this theory supports the use of generative AI tools to create interactive learning 

environments where students actively engage with language and moral content. For example, 

ChatGPT can facilitate discussions on ethical dilemmas, allowing students to explore complex 

issues in English while constructing their moral understanding. This approach aligns well with the 

goals of ideological and political education, which seeks to develop students’ critical thinking and 

moral reasoning skills. 

2.2. Transformative Learning Theory   

The transformative learning framework emphasizes the pivotal role of critical reflection in 
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catalyzing a fundamental shift in the learner's perspective. Emerging generative AI technologies can 

be leveraged to construct scenarios that challenge students' prevailing beliefs, prompting them to 

contemplate salient moral and ethical quandaries. This process of guided introspection can facilitate 

the development of more nuanced, adaptable worldviews aligned with the complexities of the 

modern landscape. For instance, AI-generated narratives or scenarios that present moral conflicts 

can be used in university English courses to provoke reflection and discussion, helping students to 

develop a deeper understanding of both language and moral principles. This method is particularly 

effective in courses aimed at art students, who may be more engaged by visual and narrative 

content. 

2.3. Socio-Cultural Theory   

Vygotsky's sociocultural theoretical framework accentuates the pivotal influence of social 

engagement and cultural milieu on the learning process. Emerging AI technologies can be leveraged 

to cultivate collaborative learning environments that are firmly rooted in the cultural and social 

dimensions of students' lived experiences. By situating the learning experience within familiar 

contextual parameters, these innovative approaches can foster deeper comprehension and more 

meaningful knowledge construction. For instance, AI can be used to simulate cross-cultural 

interactions or global ethical dilemmas, providing students with opportunities to engage in 

discussions that reflect real-world moral challenges. These discussions, conducted in English, can 

help students to develop both their language skills and their understanding of moral issues within a 

global context. 

2.4. Practical Pathways for Integration   

Building on these theoretical frameworks, several practical pathways can be explored for 

integrating AI-enhanced ideological and political education into university English courses: 

AI-Driven Adaptive Learning Platforms: These platforms can personalize the learning 

experience by adjusting content based on the student’s progress and moral development. For 

example, an AI-driven platform could provide tailored ethical scenarios that challenge students to 

apply both their language skills and moral reasoning. 

Scenario-Based Learning with AI: AI can generate realistic scenarios that require students to 

make moral decisions and reflect on the consequences of their choices in English. This approach 

can be particularly engaging for art students, who may respond well to visual and narrative-driven 

content. 

Collaborative AI Projects: Students can work together on projects that use AI tools to create 

content related to moral and ethical themes. For example, a group of students might use an AI 

image generator to create a visual representation of an ethical dilemma, followed by a group 

discussion and presentation in English. 

3. Application Scenarios of AI-Enhanced Ideological and Political Education in University 

English Courses 

The application of AI-enhanced ideological and political education in university English courses 

can take many forms, especially when tailored to the specific needs of art students at private 

universities. These students, who often have a strong preference for visual learning and creative 

expression, can particularly benefit from the use of generative AI technologies. 
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3.1. AI-Generated Visual Art and Moral Narratives  

One promising application is the use of AI-generated visual art to explore moral and ethical 

themes. Students can be tasked with creating digital art that reflects a particular moral issue, using 

AI tools to generate images or concepts. This art can then serve as the basis for class discussions 

and written reflections in English, linking language learning with moral education in a creative and 

engaging way. For example, a project might involve students using an AI image generator to create 

visual representations of themes such as justice, empathy, or environmental responsibility, followed 

by discussions that explore these themes in depth. 

3.2. Scenario-Based Learning with Generative AI  

An additional valuable application of AI is its capability to model real-world situations that 

necessitate ethical decision-making. For instance, students could engage with AI-generated 

scenarios that reflect ethical dilemmas relevant to their future careers in the art industry, such as 

issues related to intellectual property, cultural appropriation, or environmental sustainability. These 

scenarios can be followed by group discussions and written assignments in English, allowing 

students to practice their language skills while engaging with important moral and ethical issues. 

This approach not only enhances language proficiency but also helps students develop a nuanced 

understanding of the ethical challenges they may face in their professional lives. 

3.3. Collaborative Projects Using Generative AI  

Collaborative projects that incorporate generative AI tools present an excellent opportunity for 

students to undertake innovative and impactful work that merges moral education with language 

learning. These projects not only foster teamwork and creativity but also facilitate the development 

of critical thinking skills and language proficiency in an interactive setting. 

One effective approach involves students working in groups to create multimedia presentations 

on moral or ethical topics. Utilizing AI tools, such as those for generating images, videos, or 

interactive elements, students can develop rich and engaging content. For instance, a group might 

use AI to produce a short film or a series of infographics exploring issues like social justice or 

environmental ethics. The AI tools assist in creating high-quality visuals and interactive 

components, which enhance the depth and appeal of the presentations. 

After completing their projects, students present their work to the class, which provides an 

opportunity for peer feedback and discussions conducted in English. This process not only allows 

students to practice their language skills in a real-world context but also encourages them to 

articulate their thoughts and engage in meaningful dialogue about ethical issues. Such discussions 

can help students refine their moral reasoning and articulate their perspectives more clearly. 

A case study that exemplifies this approach is a project where students were tasked with creating 

a digital campaign on climate change using AI-generated graphics and videos. The project required 

them to research and present data on climate issues, design visually compelling content with the 

help of AI, and deliver their findings in a class presentation. The collaborative nature of the project 

and the use of AI tools resulted in a comprehensive and engaging presentation, which was followed 

by a class debate on the ethical responsibilities of individuals and corporations in addressing climate 

change. 

3.4. Case Studies and Analysis  

To effectively showcase the impact of AI-enhanced applications in educational settings, detailed 
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case studies are instrumental. By examining courses where AI tools have been embedded into the 

curriculum for ideological and political education within English instruction, researchers can gain 

substantial insights into the influence of these technologies. These studies not only illuminate how 

AI tools enhance student engagement but also how they contribute to advancements in language 

development and moral reasoning. 

For example, one could conduct a case study focusing on a course in which students interact with 

AI-generated art to explore ethical themes. This case study would evaluate how the incorporation of 

AI-generated visuals influences students' comprehension of complex moral concepts and their 

ability to articulate these concepts in their language learning. It would also assess whether AI tools 

facilitate a deeper connection between linguistic proficiency and ethical reflection. 

Additionally, case studies can provide empirical evidence on the effectiveness of various AI 

tools, such as language models and image generators, in fostering an interactive learning 

environment. They can highlight how these technologies support students in developing critical 

thinking skills and engaging more actively with content. Moreover, such research can reveal best 

practices for integrating AI into the curriculum, helping educators to design more effective 

pedagogical strategies that blend technology with traditional educational goals. 

By documenting and analyzing these outcomes, educators and researchers can better understand 

the transformative potential of AI in educational contexts, leading to more informed decisions about 

its integration and its role in enhancing both academic and moral aspects of student learning. 

4. Conclusion 

This paper has explored the potential of generative AI technologies to enhance ideological and 

political education within university English courses, with a particular focus on art students at 

private universities. By reviewing the academic history of moral education and AI-enhanced 

language teaching, discussing theoretical frameworks, and proposing practical application scenarios, 

the paper has provided a comprehensive analysis of how AI can be integrated into moral education 

in university English courses. 

The findings suggest that generative AI technologies, such as ChatGPT and AI-based image 

generators, offer significant potential to transform the way moral education is delivered in language 

courses. By leveraging AI’s capabilities to create personalized, interactive, and visually engaging 

learning experiences, educators can develop innovative teaching methods that align with the goals 

of fostering morally responsible, culturally aware, and linguistically proficient students. 

As the field of AI-enhanced moral education continues to evolve, future research should focus on 

evaluating the long-term impact of these technologies on student outcomes, exploring the ethical 

implications of AI use in education, and developing best practices for integrating AI into university 

English courses. By continuing to explore and innovate in this area, educators can harness the 

power of AI to create more effective, engaging, and relevant educational experiences for students, 

particularly those in creative and artistic fields. 
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